
CITY OF BRANSON FIRE & RESCUE  
110 Crosby Street    Branson, Missouri    65616 

Media Release 
 

Date:  October 3, 2008 

Contact:  Ted Martin, Division Chief  (417) 337-8580, Office or 332-7112, Cell 

 

National Fire Prevention Week October 5-10 
 

In an effort to battle home fires before they start, fire departments across from the nation, 

including Branson, will be taking a lead role in National Fire Prevention week, October 5-12.  

This yearôs theme, in partnership with the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), is 

ñPrevent Home Fires!ò 

 During the 2007 year, 78% of all reported fires occurred in residences, a place where 

people typically feel the safest. Firefighters still recognize three common causes of residential 

home fires including electrical, heating, and cooking.  All three present dozens of examples of 

how home fires may starté from extension cords, improperly used candles, damaged electrical 

wires, overloaded circuits, space heaters too close to combustibles, unattended cooking material 

on the stove top, and the list goes on.   

 ñAll óaccidental firesô can be prevented through simple fire prevention,ò said Branson 

Fire Department Division Chief Ted Martin.  ñWe teach in our fire safety programs that most all 

fires can be prevented by seeking out and eliminating common fire hazards in the home.ò  

During National Fire Prevention week, we will be hitting this message hard with the school age 

children through assemblies. This includes our fire department partners in the Tri-Lakes Fire 

Chiefs Association as all schools in Taney and Stone County will be visited by their responding 

fire jurisdiction. 

 All of our fire prevention messages also focus on several key topics that will help keep 

families safe in the event of a residential home fire.  This includes: 

¶ Posting your home address on the street side of the residence.   

¶ Mounting smoke alarms on each level of the home and near and or in each sleeping room 

of the home.   

¶ Developing and practicing a family fire escape plan ï knowing two ways out of each 

room of the home and designating a meeting place somewhere outside. 

¶ Hunting for and eliminating common fire hazards in the home.  Your local fire 

department is a great resource to provide information on common fire hazards. 

ñRemember, big fires start small, and a majority of fires in the United States start at night 

where people feel the safest, in their home,ò said Martin 



  

For more information on how to make your home ñFire-Safe,ò contact your local fire 

department.  You can also find great fire safety tips at www.NFPA.org website.  
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NOTE:  Attached is a copy of the fire prevention programs being offered by the Branson Fire 

Department throughout the month of October.  Media representatives are welcome to attend any 

of these events.  We will be using puppets, the Sparky Mascot, and a ñJeopardyò style game.  

The assemblies take place on October 6, 8, & 9 with follow-up programs in the classrooms and 

in our Fire Safety House throughout the month. 

 

 
 

Branson Firefighter Kory Klein and Fire Prevention Officer Randy Fogle teach kids to ñStay 

Lowò and ñStop ï Drop ï Roll,ò at a pre-school in Branson.   Branson firefighters do most of 

their fire safety programs ñat kid level.ò  This allows the children to see the firefighters up close, 

to touch their bunker gear, and see their equipment up close thereby encouraging the kids to not 

be afraid of the firefighters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nfpa.org/

