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Tourism tax up — sales tax down, slightly

— The city’s tourism tax on attractions, lodging and restaurants shows

7\ revenue collections were up 2.6% in June, which reflects May sales. Year-to-
date totals in tourism tax collections are up 1.5% when compared to same
period in 2009.

The 1-percent sales tax was down 4.3% in June, which reflected sales in
April. In year-to-date totals, the city is down just 0.8% in sales tax
collections when compared to the same time frame in 2009.
Through May, overall city revenues are $5.7 million more than expenditures.

Airport adds more nonstop flights

. cp: : 7 p\‘s/
The Branson Airport has announced additional nonstop service —="
to and from Chicago, IL and Indianapolis, IN marketed as public Z — g
s ’ a7
charter flights by Branson Air Express and operated by ExpressJet = / O
Airlines. The new service begins September 10 operating four days ~
a week to and from those cities. Introductory one-way fares are $69 to Chicago Midway and

$59 to Indianapolis International. Branson Airport offers nonstop service to 12 markets.
For more information go to www.flybranson.com .

Recycle Center extending hours
For the convenience of area residents, the Branson Recycle Center on
Compton Drive has extended its hours of operation. The center is now open 1/2
hour earlier, at 7:30 a.m. Tuesday through Saturday and still closing at noon.
On Thursdays, the recycle center is now staying open all day from 7:30 a.m. to
6 p.m.
The city is also working with Skaggs Regional Medical Center to implement a
recycling program. Six recycle bins have been donated for this program by Alcoa.
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the city has now established “No Parking” zones on both sides of
Sycamore Street from Maddux south to Branson Landing Boulevard

and on both sides of Branson Landing Boulevard from Sycamore east to the railroad tracks.

No parking on streets around
convention center

To relieve traffic congestion near the Branson Convention Center,

Police department increasing
high-tech ability

Thanks to a federal grant, the Branson Police Department will be
installing laptop computers and software in patrol cars. The
software will be used for mobile reporting, computer aided dispatch
and records management. This will allow officers in the field to more
quickly access records from the city and state and therefore keep officers on patrol longer.

City complimented for its alcohol control efforts

Branson is “on the cutting edge” when it comes to controlling alcohol within its limits.
That’s according to the Community Partnership in Springfield, MO that conducts alcohol
prevention programs throughout southwest Missouri. State budget cuts have reduced the
number of Missouri Liquor Control Agents enforcing liquor laws, and that puts the burden
on local municipalities. Eighteen months ago, the Board of Aldermen passed a strict liquor
ordinance that requires training for servers and sellers of alcohol. The law also prohibits
minors in a bar after midnight unless accompanied by a parent, and the number of liquor
licenses can’t be increased unless there’s also an increase in population or hotel rooms.


http://www.flybranson.com

Deadline for
registering to
vote in the
August 3

Primary Election
is July 7.
Residents can
register at
Branson City Hall

Citizensao
Request Line

If you need a
question answered
about the city, or need
to report a problem or
express a concern,
contact the Ci
Service Request line at
337-8502. The line is
open 24 /7 and the city
will respond to your
request within five
working days.

You can also e-mail a
request from the city of
Branson website
www.bransonmo.gov.

In 2009, the city

received and
responded to 155
citizen requests.

Recycle your old
phone books at these
area locations
through July

Wal-Mart on Hwy 76

Country Mart in
Cedar Ridge

Kmart in
Cedar Ridge

Country Mart
Hollister

Branson Recycle
Center
606 Compton Dr.

RecPlex attracting sports venues

The Branson RecPlex continues to be an economic generator for the city. This year, it’s
estimated by the Parks and Recreation Department that the RecPlex will host 40
regional and national tournaments. Attendees for these tournaments are estimated to
total over 26,000 with an economic impact of $6.6 million. In 2009, Parks and Recreation
hosted 33 regional and national tournaments.

Comprehensive Plan progressing
The City of Branson is updating its Comprehensive Plan. The Plan is a document that

guides the development of the community and addresses future needs of citizens and
businesses. A steering committee of local residents has been formed to revise the Plan,
and they recently toured the city to see the positives and negatives of the community.
More than 80 community leaders have also been interviewed about issues important to
them. The Comprehensive Plan will take about a year to complete, and public meetings
will be held for; all citizen input.

Service
Branson water top quality

, Lq The Missouri Department of Natural Resources has released the city of
g Branson’s annual Water Quality Report for the 2009 calendar year, and
there were no violations of water quality standards. The report is an EPA
requirement of all water systems, both municipal and private. It allows
residents to see the actual elements in the water, and must mention any violations of
water quality standards that occurred during the year. Branson had no violations.
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Lake Taneycomo Bridge work

- Workers have started setting in place four 300-foot steel
girders on the concrete pilings over Lake Taneycomo. Each
girder weighs 20 tons, and they are being installed by giant
— cranes in the lake. This work will happen through July.
¥ There will be strict enforcement of work zone speed limits,
°  and the cranes in the lake will disrupt water traffic. Missouri
d Water Patrol will enforce lowered water speed limits.
# Opening of the new bridge is still on track for October.

. That’s when the old bridge will be closed.

New sidewalk access on Highway 76

Work begins this month to upgrade sidewalk and curb ramps along the north side of
Highway 76 from Roark Valley Road east to 6th St near McDonalds. Contractors plan to
work between 11 p.m. to 7 a.m. Mon-Fri with completion set for Sep 1.

Sign up now for fall Citizens Academy

The next Branson Citizens Academy begins in September, and you can sign
up now for the program. The Academy gives citizens a behind-the-scenes look at
city departments and their functions. Participants also have the opportunity to
interact with the employees who deliver those services. Each week participants
will visit a different department.

The eight-week session starts Monday, September 20 and continues each
Monday evening through November 9, a Tuesday, when students receive special
recognition at the regular Board of Aldermen meeting. The sessions run from
6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Classes will be limited to 15 people.

To sign up for the Citizens Academy, contact Jerry Adams at Branson City
Hall, 337-8526, or e-mail at jadams@bransonmo.gov.

New businesses opening in Branson
Gamestop—1077 Branson Hills Parkway
Clarks Bostonian—300 Tanger Mall
Shoot for the Stars Mini-Golf—3110 W. Highway 76






